From the aerial parts of Salvia mexicana var. mexicana, two C-10 epimers (α and β) of salvimexicanolide were isolated. Our interpretation of the data, especially the 13 C NMR, led us to conclude that the previously described 13 C-NMR spectrum of the α-epimer was not accurately assigned and it actually corresponds to the β-epimer. The structures proposed for the salvimexicanolides were verified by means of NOESY experiments. Dugesin B, arbutin, naringenin and the mixture of oleanolic and ursolic acids were also isolated from this Salvia spp.
Introduction
Salvia [1] is one of the largest genera of plants, with over 500 species distributed throughout Mexico, Central and South America. In Mexico, it is represented by over 300 species, many of which are endemic [2] . The diterpenoid constituents of genus Salvia are closely related to the subgenus and section to which they belong. After an intensive study of Mexican Salvia species, a great number of neo-clerodane diterpenoids have been isolated [3, 4] . Some examples of the languidulane skeleton,
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which could be biogenetically originated from the junction of the C-16 and C-1 of a clerodane skeleton [5] , have been found in this genus [6] .
Salvia Mexicana (Subgenus Calosphace), comprises the varieties major, minor and mexicana [1, 2] ; which are endemic to the central states of Mexico. In 1999 Esquivel and co-workers reported the results of their study of Salvia mexicana var. major, to our knowledge the only variety that has been investigated. In that study, a new languidulane diterpenoid was described [7] . In this context, this paper describes the isolation and structural elucidation of a new languidulane diterpene, named salvimexicanolide B (2), from the aerial part of Salvia mexicana var. mexicana. In addition to the above mentioned compound, ursolic and oleanolic acids, salvimexicanolide (1), dugesin B (3), the flavanone (-) naringenin (4) and the substituted sugar arbutin (5) were identified.
Results and Discussion
The aerial part of Salvia mexicana var. mexicana was dried, ground and extracted with acetone at room temperature in a closed container for one week, as described in the Experimental. After extensive column chromatography, six known natural products were isolated and identified. These were ursolic acid, oleanolic acid [8] , salvimexicanolide (1) [7] , dugesin B (3) [9, 10] , naringenin (4) [11] and arbutin (5) [12] . Their structures ( Figure 1 ) were confirmed by comparing their spectra with authentic ones. To our delight, were also able to isolate a new compound from the same extract, salvimexicanolide B (2), which is structurally related with salvimexicanolide (1). (Table 1) shows signals similar to those described for the disubstituted furan ring, and the ABCX system, assigned to H-1, H-2 eq , H-2 ax and H-3 in the α-epimer. However, some other signals are displaced or present a different shape. The most remarkable differences between α and β epimers are the upfield displacement in the chemical shift of H-1 (Δδ = −0.64 ppm) and the methylene protons on C-2 (Δδ = −0.14, 1.04 ppm) to β epimer. Fact that can be explained in terms of a change in the configuration of the C-10 hydroxyl group due to the A/B trans fusion for this compound. This fusion was confirmed by means of the 13 C-NMR spectrum (Table 2) , in which the chemical shift of the carbons adjacent to the A/B ring fusion (C-1, C-2, C-6 and C-16) are displaced upfield by 3.3, 1.2, 5.3 and 5.2 ppm respectively. On the other hand, C-5 and C-18 are displaced downfield by 2.5 and 5.9 ppm, in comparison to 1, due to the decompressing effect of the trans A/B fusion. Although long range coupling between H-19 pro S and H-6β ax was observed in 1 and 2; H-6 ax in 2 was displaced downfield 0.69 ppm in comparison with the corresponding signal observed for the H-6β ax proton in 1. The structural disposition of 2 produces a deshielding on H-6β due to a 1-3 diaxial interaction with C-OH, a feature that is not observed in 1. Me-17, H-8, and the AB system assigned to the C-11 methylene protons did not show any significant changes.
The NOESY experiment confirmed the structures proposed for the epimers 1 and 2 ( Figure 2 ). Thus, that experiment show the proton interaction between H-1-and C-11 methylene protons in 1, which is not observed for the epimer 2. The reason is that the epimer 1, as can be observed in the Dreiding model, shows a boat conformation for the C ring due to the cis fusion of the A/B rings. According to the X-ray structure [7] , this disposition induces an approach between the H-1 and the Hα-11 proton. Another remarkable difference observed for these products is that the NOESY spectrum for 2 showed the interaction between H-1 and H-19 pro-S, a fact supported by means of the analysis of the Dreiding model of this compound. This NOE interaction is due to the fact that the H-1 proton in the A/B trans languidulane skeleton is located close to H-19 pro-S. From a NOESY experiment performed on 1, it was possible to assign the signals at  2.93 and 3.42 which correspond to H-2 and H-2whereas the same protons in 2 appear at  2.71 and 2.38, respectively (See Table 1 ). It is noteworthy that the 13 C-NMR data described in this paper shows important differences with the data previously reported for 1 [7] , where C-1, C-6, C-13, C-16 were observed at higher chemical shift (3-5 ppm) and C-5, C-18 lower chemical shifts (2-6 ppm). We conclude that these differences are due to the fact that the reported 13 C-NMR spectrum for salvimexicanolide (1) actually corresponds to the spectrum obtained for salvimexicanolide B (2) (see Table 2 ).
Experimental

General
Melting points were obtained with a Fisher-Johns apparatus and are uncorrected. EI-MS spectra were obtained at 70 eV by direct inlet injection on a Jeol JMS-AX505HA instrument. FAB HR-MS spectra were obtained with a Jeol JMS-SX102A. 1 H-NMR (300 MHz) and 13 C-NMR (75 MHz) spectra were recorded with a Varian Unity 300 spectrometer using TMS as internal standard. Infrared spectra were recorded in solution (CHCl 3 ) using a Nicolet Magna 750 spectrophotometer. UV-spectra were recorded in a Shimadzu U-160 spectrophotometer. Optical rotatory measurements were performed in a Jasco DIP-360 polarimeter.
Plant material was collected in April 1997, at 8 Km N from Izmolitla towards Eloxotitlan (Municipio Molango Hidalgo, México) and voucher specimens (MEXU 864121, 864122, 864123) were deposited in the Herbarium of the Instituto de Biología, UNAM México D.F.
Extraction and Isolation
Powdered, dried aerial parts of S. mexicana var. mexicana (1.2 kg) were extracted with Me 2 CO (3 × 10 L) at room temperature for one week. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure. During the evaporation of the solvent a mixture of ursolic and oleanolic acids was isolated by filtration (69 g). The extract (110 g) was partitioned using MeOH-H 2 O (4:1) and hexane-C 6 H 6 (1:1). The polar fraction (32.2 g) was subjected to vacuum chromatography over silica gel. Mixtures of hexane-EtOAc of increasing polarity were used as eluents. Salvimexicanolide (1) precipitated from the fractions eluted with hexane-EtOAc (4:6). After exhaustive flash chromatography of these fractions, eluted with hexane-EtOAc (7:3), more salvimexicanolide (1) was obtained (0.074 g).
The fractions obtained from the vacuum chromatography eluted with hexane-EtOAc 7:3 to 1:1 (9.32 g) where subjected to a new vacuum chromatography separation over silica gel. Mixtures of hexane-EtOAc of increasing polarity were used as eluents. Dugesin B (3, 0.215 g) was obtained from the fractions eluted with hexane-EtOAc 6:4 to 1:1. Naringenin (4, 0.025 g) was isolated from fractions eluted with hexane-EtOAc 4:6. Both of them obtained after flash chromatography. From the last fractions eluted with hexane-EtOAc 4:6 and the first eluted with hexane-EtOAc 3:7, salvimexicanolide B (2) was obtained (0.045 g). The fractions (2.751 g) from the first vacuum chromatography, eluted with EtOAc and EtOAc-MeOH 9:1, were subjected to a new vacuum chromatography over silica gel. After the column was eluted with a mixture of EtOAc-MeOH 9.9:0.1, arbutin (5, 0.170 g) was isolated. Table 1 ; 13 C-NMR see Table 2 
Conclusions
In summary, we were able to isolate ursolic and oleanolic acids, degustin B (3), the flavanone (-) naringenin (4), the substituted sugar arbutin (5) and two languidulanes, salvimexicanolide (1) and salvimexicanolide B (2) from the aerial part of Salvia mexicana var. Mexicana. Comparison of the spectra of isomers 1 and 2 with those earlier reported for the isomer 1, indicated that the structure of salvimexicanolide (1) was not compatible with the 13 C-NMR data described in the literature. The correct structure was assigned by detailed spectroscopic analysis of both isomers.
